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The  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act,  (7  U.S.C. 
2321  et.  seq.)  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  publish  an  Official  Journal  and  to 
provide  the  public  with  pertinent  information 
relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office. 

The  statute  also  authorizes  the  Secretary 
to  disseminate  technological  and  other  informa- 
tion available  to  the  Office  that  would  encourage 
innovation  and  promote  progress  in  plant  breeding. 

The  Official  Journal,  which  is  published 
quarterly,  includes  instructions  issued  by  the 
Office  and  related  information.  It  will  be  sent 
free  to  anyone  on  request.  Send  requests  to: 

Plant  Variety  Protection  Office 
Grain  Division,  AMS 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
6525  Belcrest  Road 
Hyattsville,  MD  20782 
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'Coker  68-15'  most  closely  resembles  'Arthur'  except  it  is  susceptible  to  powdery  mildew  and  'Arthur' 
is  resistant.  'Coker  68-15'  has  a more  upright  growth  habit  than  'Arthur'. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


APPLICATION  FORM 

When  completing  item  14A,  the  applicant  (s)  should  be  certain  their 
variety  will  meet  certification  requirements  in  the  states  where  it 
will  be  sold,  before  they  specify  that  seed  of  their  variety  is  to 
be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed.  Once 
the  choice  to  sell  only  as  certified  seed  is  made  public,  by  label- 
ing or  publishing,  the  option  cannot  be  changed.  (See  section  83(a) 
of  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act  and  section  180.16  of  the  regu- 
lations.) However,  the  applicant  need  not  elect  to  have  his  vari- 
ety sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed  at  the 
time  the  application  is  filed.  In  this  event,  he  is.  permitted  to 
specify  his  option  at  a later  date  and  elect  to  have  his  variety 
sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

VISITORS 

Three  officials  of  the  Japanese  Ministry  of  Agriculture  visited  the 
Plant  Variety  Protection  Office  March  27-April  3 to  study  the  U.S. 
procedures  in  granting  protection  of  novel  varieties.  Japan  is 
contemplating  the  adoption  of  a new  plant  variety  protection  law  in 
the  near  future. 

A visitor  from  Australia  will  visit  the  Plant  Variety  Protection 
Office  on  April  26  to  discuss  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act. 
Australia  has  not  yet  adopted  a variety  protection  law. 

A seven-man  delegation  representing  the  International  Union  for  the 
Protection  of  New  Varieties  of  Plants  (UPOV)  is  planning  to  visit 
the  U.S.  in  September  to  study  the  U.S.  plant  patent  and  plant 
variety  protection  systems. 

EXAMINERS  MOVE 


On  February  8,  1975,  the  Examiners  in  the  Plant  Variety  Protec- 
tion Office  moved  from  Hyattsville  to  Room  301,  National  Agricul- 
tural Library,  Beltsville,  MD  20705  (301-344-2518).  The 
Commissioner  remains  at  his  former  address  pending  a move  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  contemplated  within  the  next  few  months. 

PLANT  VARIETY  PROTECTION  BOARD 


The  appointments  of  the  present  Board  members  will  expire  on 
July  27,  1975.  Inquiries  are  being  sent  to  interested  organiza- 
tions for  nominees  for  new  appointments.  Most  of  the  present 
Board  members  have  served  four  years, having  received  two  two- 
year  appointments.  Although  it  is  not  contemplated  that  all 
members  be  replaced  at  once,  it  is  required  that  membership  be 
rotated,  in  part. 


INTERNATIONAL  MEETING 

The  International  Association  of  Commercial  Plant  Breeders 
(ASSINSEL)  will  meet  in  Rome,  Italy,  on  May  22-23,  1975.  The 
Commissioner  plans  to  attend  along  with  a number  of  delegates 
from  the  U.S.  seed  industry. 
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